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The Ironic Review

May 1998 “Saying things you wouldn’t expect us to say, 50 pence
and then going “Aaaaaaaah!”, since 1992"

The image of the Lesbian is now ubiquitous in modern society.
d t h Ironically, there are Lesbians everywhere. Lesbians in adwverts.
espa c Lesbians in the cinema. Lesbians on the television. There are even
Lesbians in live Lesbian sex shows. These days, when Lesbians are
f selling us everything from ice cream to courgettes, it's easy to forget
rom e who was the first Lesbian of them all. Aaaaaaaaaaaaaah!
It was me, obviously. I was being a Lesbian way back in about 18982,
. , when, ironically, it wasn't even necessary to be one to get on in
cutting edge publishing. I was a Lesbian years back before your
ed Itor s fa ce Rachael Williamses, Madonnas, Sandra Bernhardts, Ellen
Degenereses, Julie Burchills, Lilly Savages, Eddie Izzards, and
- Saﬁha BEdfOI'd Hill Sinf:ne de Beauvoirs.
I Over the years my outrageous and controversial public embracing of
Lesbianism and, more importantly, some Lesbians, has garnered a
huge amount of coverage from the media; a half page “shock
Lesbian outrage™ article in The Daily Mail, a smutty cartoon in The
Sunday Sport, and over ten double colour photo spreads in The
Ironic Review, which Tony insisted on running, albeit ironically.
Aaaaah!
Ironically, I didn't even like doing Lesbian stuff at first. It was
horrible, like eating prunes off a live skate, and took me a good
decade or so to get the hang of. But someone had to be the first
Lesbian, and who better to be first than yours truly, Sacha Bedford-
Hill, the self-styled Queen of The Lesbians.

Simon Jartvik - The Stoat

The world was shocked when Jeffrey Dahmer, the self-styled “Milwaukee Cannibal”,
confessed to having killed and eaten over a dozen men at the turn of the decade.
“Sick!”, we shouted, cursing him, as the families of his victims spat into his face.
But, as the world spins out of control into the 21st millennium, why are we still so
very shocked by the idea of a man killing and eating another man? I think killing and
eating someone is a good thing to do, and is normal, not strange and weird like I
expect you would think. Aaaaaah! And far from having sympathy for the mothers of
Dahmer’s victims, I have nothing but contempt for them. I hate them. I think that a g
person who is upset because their son has been killed and eaten by a man who worked in a chocolute factory is more
sick and disgusting than a man who killed and ate their son, and should be imprisoned for life. Aaaaah! Aaaaaaaah!
Asaaaaaaaah! I expect you think the opposite of what I think. Well, I think what I think. I really think it too. I'm
not just saying it for effect either.

h! A-aah-ah!

F**k Me! Traffic Cones? You're ‘avin' a laugh ain"tcha? And Oven Ready Chips

You're ‘avin’ a laugh ain'tcha? Gay adoptions? You're ‘avin’ a langh ain’tcha, GARY

surely? And what about them things? ¥You must be ‘avin’ a laugh ain'tcha?

Grapes??? My pen! You're ‘avin’ a laugh ain'teha? The Irish You're ‘avin’ a PUTN ER
laugh ain’tcha? Pigeons? You're ‘avin' a laugh ain'tcha? Dog's muck? You're

‘avin' a laugh ain’tcha? Carrots? In tins? Blimey? You're ‘avin' a laugh VOICE FROM THE GUTTER
ain'techa? Birmingham? You're ‘avin’ a laungh ain'teha? A piece of paper on my
desk!! Jesus Christ Almighty! You're ‘avin’ a langh ain’tcha? Surely! You are
‘avin’ a laugh! You are!! Irish wolfhounds! You're ‘avin’ a laugh ain'teha?
Ain'techa? You are!!! Piss? You're ‘avin’ a langh ain’tcha? Cup of coffee?? You're
‘avin’ a laungh ain’teha? Apple? You're ‘avin’ a laugh ain'techa? Poster of Jean
Claude Van Damme? You're ‘avin’ a langh ain’tcha? You must be!! You know,
that stuff, whatsits! You know! You're ‘avin’ a langh ain’tcha? Worm? You're
‘avin’ a laugh ain’techa? Ain’teha? Ain'tcha? Jo Brand? You are most definitely
NOT ‘avin’ a laugh, or I ain't Gary Putner!!!! Ta ta toffee-nosed toilets.




otrone Myel - with Tim oftone

Here's a puzzle to baffle your mind!

If you can’t solve it, then look behind!

I cannot see it with my eyes, and yet it follows me always. Have you guessed what it is
yet, puzzlers?

I cannot touch it with my hands, and I only feel it when I sift down. Surely you have
guessed what my mystery object is this week by now?

I know it is inside my pants, but when I take them off to look for it, they are always
empty. You must know what it is now! Come on!

When I first came to London a man in Piccadilly Circus gave me 50p to be allowed to
put thermometers in mine.

Can’t guess my secret? Then upside down read!

And there be the answer that you do need.

Better luck next issue!

<ijmoyjoq Lur st joalqo Laeysdur any], jeN sums — SA®BS oU0}g UILL,,

OBITUARY - KIPPER WILLIAM

Kipper William, satirical cartoonist — b. Apr 3rd 1921, d. Apr 12th 1998.

I remember the first time I ever saw one of Kipper William's cartoons. He had freelanced it into the Ironic Review office, and
none of the others liked it — but I did. And I didn't just like it. I loved it. But only I was clever enough to see how good the Kipster
really was!

And now it is with great regret that I have to announce the death of the Ironic Review’s finest cartoonist. And believe me, no-
one feels the pain of his death more than I. Because “Kip™s sense of humour was exactly the same as mine. We saw the world
the same way and I loved him for it. Ironically.

Regular readers will know that it is impossible to underestimate the
contribution Kipper made to the magazine, having a pop at everyone from old
John “Grey” Majors to old Tony “Blairs” Blairs, the changing of the political
guard making no difference to the savagery of his barbed pen. Kipper was
fantastic. It's impossible to pick a favourite cartoon from his extensive back
catalogue, but if I had to, it would be “John Majors In The Paint Shop”, from
June 1993. A solid gold ironic classie, it shows the Kipster's satirical bile in
full flow, live and direct!

In the first frame we have old John Majors buying some paint in a paint shop
and the assistant is saying, “Who'd want this? It's grey, it's boring, no-one
likes it and I wish it would just disappear”. Of course, as ever, old Kip was
selling us a dummy.

He wanted us to imagine that old John Majors was talking about the paint.
But the expectation that the Kipster so skillfully set up in the first frame is
soon to be confounded when, in the second frame, the assistant says “and so
is the paint”. He was talking about John Majors all along. Nice one Kippo!
“And so is the paint”. Fantastic! |
Of course, John Majors is no longer Prime Minister. I'll leave you to draw your own conclusions. That's right!! I'm implying that
the Kippo's cartoon had something to do with it. But Kippykin is in heaven now, and if I know him, and I believe I do, I bet he
and his spikey nib have already upset a few angelic applecarts!

Go on Kipper - stick it to the bastards!

Ton Elms, the deputy editor of
The Ironic Review, was writing
about the loss of his friend,

the cartoonist Kipper William,
who was trampled to death last
week by a centaur.

On Other Pages

Page 4 Why Saddam Hussein is good, not bad, like you t.houghtSimon Jartvik
Page ® Why Aids does Not 8XiSt....cc.ccriernimieinrecsrornsrisriosiornersmeris s s s FORY  Elms
Page 11 Cool Britannia? No. Fool SBhit-annial.........ccccimcmmmsiniemcnnssnisisesisissssissis Sacha. B-ed.ford Hill
Fage 28 RIAALE Me THUS.....c..ccivmiemiimmivarsinsssssassrsnsssssrssraninsssssstnss s iesssssssssistassassstssstststsssssanintassnsassnnss ..Tim Stone
Page 25 Cardigan... . Vera. Hannon
Page 28 My C{mtroversml Opmmn ..... guest. co]umnlst Terry Nutkins*
Page 38 Why I have decided to be gay for & year... Gary Putner

*Ananananaaaanah! You didn't expect us to have Terry Nutkins writing for us did you, but we do! Assasassssssassanasasasaaananananananh!



EEHIND THE SCENES ON

WHEN INSECTS ATTACK!

Few TV viewers will ever forget the amazing sequence in week 7 of This Morning With Richard Not
Judy, when a live lettuce was mauled by a slug, and then recalled its experiences in horrifying detail.
The segment has since been hailed as a breakthrough moment in modern television, and rightly so.
But of course, convincing as the special effects whiz kids can make it seem, When Insects Attack is
pure fantasy! Lettuces cannot talk, Greg Evigan is voiced by the novelist Mark Gatiss, and all the

people in it were merely acting.

Let us see how the omazing Lettuce illusion woas ochieved.

Here we see a seemingly real
row of lettuces, laid out in 2
garden in North West London.
But, far from having grown
naturally in the ground, the
lettuces had been purchased
at a shop the previous day,
and then lain in the soll as

iff it were their natural home,
by trained set designer,

Gina Parr,

Cameraman Simon Burney needs
a steady hand, as he films the
terrifying scenes of slug-lettuce
carnage. Will he get the shots
he needs before the
amphetamine-ridden slug's
heart explodes? Today, yes, but
tomorrow he may not be so
lucky. The slug dies soon after
the scene is completed. Simon
throws it on the floor and
stamps on it, laughing, while
the slug handler lan Farmie
looks on upset.

Actor Stewart Lee attaches 2
fishing wire to the leaf and
jerks it around while making
a kind of whining noise. Lo
and behold - the Lettuce
appears to “speak”. The scene
is 50 convincing that the crew
stand aghast and there Is a
spontaneous round of
applause from all as soon as
the cameras stop rolling.

In this second picture, qualified
slug and worm handler lan Farnie,
gently places 2 slug on the leaf of
one of the lettuces. Assistant Slug
Manager Kate Rea hands a far of
amphetamines to director Ganeth
Carrivich, which he will feed to the
slug to try and invigorate it before
shouting action. This is similar to
how Francis Ford Copolla
encouraged Dennis Hopper to get
chemically excited before shooting
his scenes in Apocalypse Now,
except it imvolves a slug.

Now the most challenging
scene of all. How can the
team make the lettuce speak,
or at least appear to speak.
First, the Lettuce is sat in a
specially constructed small
chair, or “Lettuce Throme”,
which uses up most of the
show's budget.

But, convincing as the
speaking lettuce was, it
was, im reality, only a
humdrum everyday lettuce,
as Rich here proves,
brought into magical life
by the wonder of special
effects - the gateway to
the kingdom of the
imagination.



#And e said unto them " Dance, walk
quictln, hide wour face, gather lichen, leap
mmbly, mbblc mots, stare inentln, make
pastrn, sit in an wnusual position, ignare
mamings, greer wour neighbours - cocn be
then snoorn, make
arrangements, drink the milk of the com,

tress on the window-sill, forgioe the
libidonous, if pour stomach rumbles - look
embamassed, if pour hair falls out - accept
it graciouslu, if wour face is ngly- wse it 0
pour advantage, perhaps by appeanng n

commandments is mibble nots. ™

T'he foole sans, " KF 1 haoe lived 2 good
Iifi, been charitable to the weak, loned mu
neighbour and acted selficssly all mo dans
and pet T haoe not accepeed Vesn as mo
king, shall 1 still then bum i the sulphar
of Ihell. The wise man replies ™ Yes, von
ghall.~ #nd then langhs at the feale.
T ha ha ha ha.

enratioe

aooid the teat of the lientions goat, gromw

There are hondreds, thousands, millions of
sparroms on (30d's carth and pet so great
is s lowe that the Lord knoms rocrn one
bu it’s own individoal name.

The foole will san ~ E3ut there are onlo
about a thousand different names o the
world, there aren't enough to go areund
and s0 God cannot exist” 3ot the wise

A poung lad said to me, " CChat foatball
team do wou suppert, oh ocnerable man™
“¢Haaah, ma poor foole”™ I responded,
“Tesus is the top of mp league
throughout coery scason, my son”

man knows that Giod is so cleoer that
when the cxisiting names run out he can
make up nem ones like " Cmgh” or
rombine some of the names to make pames
like " Stevart” or Sarn” . Or by conld
gioe them surmames too, Thus his
cxistenee is certain. . Oh, and middle names.

T had rather be @ doorkeeper in the house
of GGod, than to dwell in the tenes of
wickedness, but if @ berrer position became
wacant in Glod's house, hke a batler or
herald or something, 1'd rather do that
oboiousiy. T'm not stupid. NTind new if
Giod lioed in a tene and the micked prople
lioed in a nice warm honse T would have to
carcfollp consider mu options. E€speaalln
if it mas winter. “Thanks be o Giod.

adocrtisements. B3k the greatest of muj

The foole saps “ Shall the pugmy or the
maslim or the #Lztee who has neoer heard
the word of Wesus CIhnst, shall thew too
go unto bwell's bring depths. ™ The wise
man replics, ‘-%es then shall. Fer
Sesus's mord is 50 troe, that thew could
have worked out what it was from scratch.
if thew'd wst thought about it for a

Far it is mritten, *Cast thy bread opon
the maters.” #nd these are wise words
inderd. For otherwise the docks voill haoe
naught to cat and shall perish. ~ind then
we shall all sleep on pillows filled with
sunthetic matenals... or the feathers of

different birds. Thanks be to God.

If pour dog hongers, gioe it bread. AT iC
thirsts, gioe it more bread. AT it looks
ronfsed by the bread, ger on poor knces
like a dog and cat the bread oot of its bowl
without using wour hands to show it what
o do. So mill the Lord, pour masier,
reat pow.

than a dead lion”™ K3t a living dog isn't
as good as a poorin lion, sau onc that has
slightin hurt one of its paws on a stonc.

For it is written * & living dog is betoer

#nd a dead dog isn't as good as o dead
lion, which could be wsed to make a Tog.
# living otter is berter than @ terminally

ill zebra. #An ant with hmg cancer s
berter than a lorust with o coogh. &
liing gerhil and a monken in a coma are of
equal morth “This is the wan of the Lord.
(Chat T haoc said, let no man put
asunder.

second ™

1 said unto a woung foole * LT eoern man,
woman and child were 3 Christian, then
the | world would be at peace for alwan”
|The foale veplicd “ {Chat about the
secearian  wiolenoe  between  different
branches of Christianity in Trelond and
Europe in the middle ages:” And I sad
ntn him ", T meant if cocruone was
the same as me and worshipped at my
thorch, Then it would be fine” &ind he
sam that 1 was right and rejoiced.

Mup wift mushed mto the house the other
dap screaming W agonw,  having
acoidentaliy cat off her arm in a threshing
machine. “Ow”, she said. “Ow, am
Jom, mo am.” “Oh mp main wik” I
s3id, ~'[}o not cro out in pain. Clonsider
how much greater was the suffering of our
Lord Tcsns wpon the Cross™

If pour child craves water, give it sand.
AT it hungers, prepare a feast bot eat it all

pourscll and do not share it, cocn though
pou be sick from powr glottonw.. KT it
meakms, laugh. L7t is plauful, smack it.
If it asks questions, respond with falsc
answers. Only then can it grow nearer o
the wap, If pow looe pour child pou will
treat it thus. For it is written and so it
must be shall. for alwan.

The foole hath said in his heart ™ There
is no Giod ™

“The wisc man doth replo with s mouth
“ Vs there is”

And brcause the mise man has sad it
with something possessing vocal chords,
other people can hear him. That's the
kind of thing that makes a Wisc Man Wiser
than the foole and so he is biessed

#Ind at the ninth hoor, leapt he nimbly to
the ground and lapped the milk from a
rat’s dish, going ~ Cooovorgh”  And
then saith be to s followers, ™ Do this
in rememberance of me”

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
and the lcopard shall lic domn mith the
kid. #Ind whilst the lamb and the kid anc
sleeping, the wolf and the Icopard will cat
them, This is the wan of the Lord.
"Thanhks be to God.




Rich and Stew's first appearance at Edinburgh. This Lunchtime student sketch show played to
almost & people a day. Also appearing were Mike Cosgrave (now in the Irish band Sin E) and
Emma Williams (since seen in Planet Mirth). Rich also appeared in a kids' show “0ld King
Cole”

Stew played a waiter in “Death Of A Salesman” alongside the now famous actor Samuel West
and Ewan "Thomson" Bailey (TSB advert)

THE Oxpogp

e ¥ e
Stew co-wrote and directed this
show called "The Worst Show on
the Fringe” by Michael Billington
FT. It featured Ben Moor and Al
Murray (later to be the thrice
nominated Perrier Award, Pub
Landlord) He also did a stand up
act in "The 99p cabaret” at
lunchtime. He was described as “The
funniest act on the Fringe” in the
List. Whao was right? Rich
disenchanted with comedy worked in
a pub in Oxford instead.

Rich and Stu wrote this poorly

received sketch show and Rich
appeared in it. Also appearing were
Ben Moor (the French Exchange
student from TMWRMJ), Emma
Williams, Catherine Hood, and Ben
Pope.

WAVING
AT THE
PIGEONS

ALAN PARKER

| URBAN W,
"TRULY AL‘I’EHNAAFEIEE' Rﬁ

STUART LEE

E "BRILLIANT" 7wz rincs 5"*"‘;’5"‘ appeared with a pre-
& Word Mark Lamaar, Simon
MARK LAMARR s bondui e
omedy Nation). Rich staye
cHRls & GEOHGE in London writing jokes for

'SIDE SPLITTING HUMOUR® 3=
SCOTIMAN ”0"' 'Fhe Hour"

Stewart

supported ;

Jim Tavaré. [ N
Rich stayed Y et
in London. i : 2 o o o o o e

Rich and Stew, Simon Munnery, Steve Coogan
and curmudgeonly playwright Patrick Marber
joined forces for this sketch show, which
should have been superb, but was in fact
riven with in fighting and bad feeling.
Thus it was not very good.

A stage version of our Radio 4 show featuring Alistair
Macgowan and Ronnie Ancona. "Wayne's World with A
levels” said the Guardian.

Rich's tribute to the Mad Monk and Baney M. An all singing,
all dancing spectacular featuring Ben Moo, Sally Phillips
(Holding the Baby), Clare de Vries and Andy Mackay

(The Pieman in Fist of Fun)
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The first outing for the show you all now love. Rich fronted it,
Stu turned up most days. We gave away a car. One of the only
shows in Edinburgh that made a profit, partly because we
didn't fork out for a poster.

venilia”

Stewart did a solo stand up show which he says should have
won the Perrier Award. Unfortunately he wasn't on
the judging panel.

A kind of play-like, sketch show about Rich's struggles with his
weight. Featuring Sally Phillips (The Girl Who Smelt of Spam})
and the actor Kevin Eldon (best known as Norm from
thie Twix adverts)

L= ) =
Us and possibly Kev and Pete Baynham. We can't remember. | -~ e e Tu--';hm:';:,;;
= . 4
the frightening cabaret with Simon Munnery, Sally Phillips, : f e e
Richard Thomas, Kevin Eldon, Roger Mann, Peter Baynham and 4 iy o bt MR

the Universal Grinding Wheel. i @

i
also did a week of stand-up !

- RERRING
= D HERRINC
I e Another sketch show with a narrative about Rich's pathetic R\(‘“[]l P{t} ALl Man

attempts at manliness, featuring Sally Phillips and Tom Binns ! .

(from Under the Moon)

Stewart was also in a play called "Oblomov”.

s e sl
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* For info on these shows see "what we've been doing for the last two years”™



RICH’S MILK PAGE

It's funny, ever since | talked about drinking the milk of different animals on TMWNRJ | have
been inundated with letters from people who also like to drink other kinds of milk to cow (or
human) milk. I've even had some letters from people who like to drink different animals' urine,
but these people are clearly sick and strange and should have no publu:lty in this tour brochure.
Anyway, most of you want to know which is the best unusual animal's1 = = Well here |
road test a few of the milks on the market and give you my milk ~=i-"" a3

-
>

-
/"v_}

A .
= U ,’Ilu" W! IM"k
Blue Mink 5 it i SRR TR Al though
The blue mink gives a - TN ot | ] .'fk 5 / ) and |
milk which is unpalata 7 - a bat
wouldn't drink this milk \Q / ‘0 you
was the last milk in | comehow - atl
world, and as | really like ¢ I‘\ 1yes were > i
d, | . epelves . .~le to Lo its
| think this should tell j/ wuemar'ﬂet 5 :.w\aed a miracle W
how much | dislike it (a | lext doy ETPE 4 god had S ine 1f 1 N2C
If God had intended us @gut ¢ nce more with 10 failed But T 1a ,ha“ and
drink blue milk, he wot -tacked Eeh My pian had rampton 3% p
have made it blue in natw thwaf‘t and Wrs 7ok 25
- & u \.ﬂ—' :J[E'
but in his wisdom, he made _,cceeded :J: 2%y FARGEES T
white, exceEt in this cas\ , .ome 2S 'L‘f‘ﬁ { nate you Go gy
when | think he must hav _ . oy povwe™™ .4, 1 hate yo
had some kind of aberration { hate YOU

God! 1}

Anyway, the point is | don1 ncsage ends

like it. 0/10

D’::k Billed Platypi milk

This if you'll forgive the pun is the creme de la creme. A
marvellous milk, full of antipodean goodness. It is only a shame
that the milk is so rare and so hard to come by or | would drink
it every day. Well done the duck billed Elaty us. | thanks God
that somehow you came through your bird like fishiness as a

mammal 10/10

DE ? ”"“{ ; D-E.-E.-"—'if‘ff.-&a Te

So drink milk everyone. They'll always be milk. -




“What have yvou been doing since Fist of Fun was on BBC27?”

It's a question that we are both often asked by crazy
looking people on buses and trains, and our low public
profile culminated in us appearing in a Where Are They
Now? column in the Bristol listings magazine, Venue,
last Christmas.

But secretly, we have been busy as bees, though
admittedly in the Southern Hemisphere and on Channel
5, where none of you will have seen us. After the end of
Fist of Fun series two (Spring ‘96) we went off on tour

for a couple of weeks, accompanied by the actor Kevin

“Rod Hull” Eldon, and got quite a lot of people in. In
Edinburgh that Summer Rich did his play Punk’s Not
Dead with Paul “Ragu Advert” Putner and Ewan “Vic's
Sinex Advert” Bailey.

Cluub Zarathustra - Clockwise from centre: Simon Munnery
Jason Freeman, Kevin Eldon, Stewart Lee, Sally Phillips,
Richard Thomas, Julian Barratt

Spurred on by the success of our Spring mini-tour

set off once more, again with Eldon, for two months in
the Winter of ‘96, playing to largely empty theatres as
far afield as Aberdeen and Barnstaple. If you came along
no doubt you remember the camaraderie of those empty
evenings. Perhaps vou are even enjoying the same
experience again as you read this now. Lets hope not.
At the start of ‘97, we found out Fist of Fun
officially been de-commissioned and we weren™

: . wanted any more by the BBC. Stew did 13 five minute
Stew acted in a play called Oblomov, by Steven ; E : e }
: Y : ; stand-up spots for Channel 5’s Comedy Network, which
Sharkey, in which he played a rude and arrogant stand- ., s -
e L : s 3 is a great show actually thank vou for asking.

up comedian called Stew, alongside Andy “The Pie : :
Man from Fist of Fun” Mackay and Ben “French
Exchange Student” Moor. Oh yeah, and we did the

double act show together for a week or so.

Back in London in September ‘96 Stew did a pilot for
Simon Munnery’'s crazy Cabaret show Cluub
Zarathustra for Channel 4, with Simon Munnery, Kevin
“unusual priest” Eldon, Roger “Roger Crowley” Mann,
Sally “girl who smelt of spam™ Phillips, and Richard
“the musician” Thomas.

Anyone who has seen it knows it was brilliant, but is
currently languishing in development hell because all

Dl’ﬂ]'lll‘! who work in TV are tl["llf_‘, addict twats. The Comedy Network - L-R Jim Tavaré, Jenny Eclair, Stewart Lec



I'hen we both went off

together to do the double act for
at the Adelaide Comedy Festival in

a month Australia.

Stew touches a kangaroo's head on
Kangaroo Island, Southern Australia

We had a great time, did

¢ some telly there, met
some call Australians
and made friends with
loads of UK acts, and

even got a week off at the

end to drive millions of

L-K An old Apstralian woman, a koala
bear, Richard Herring, Stewart Lee

inland to Uluru.
(That’s Ayers Rock to you, Mr Hitler!). Stew wrote a film
script in the hot sun while the experience of natural

miles

beauty in the outback sent Rich mad for two months.

, a new bloke at the BBC, Paul
Jackson, Red
Dwarf, cajoled them into giving us another show, and we
decided it would be TMWRN]. Stew script-edited the
Channel 4 Harry Hill show,

Back home in Spring ‘97

who produced The Young Ones and

and did Oblomov again on the
London and then we
The Montreal
Comedy Festival in Canada in

Julw,
series called Festival of Fun

fringe,
went off to

filming 13 shows of

Montreal L-R The gay American
comic, Champagne Mariachi,
Richard Herring, Stewarl Les

for Channel 5 in four days.

Rich. Bus to airport
Montreal july 87

It's on TV now - watch it and see our tired faces. We saw
nothing of the city at all, got freaked out by the naked
ambition of the Americans, and did some shows. Stew’s
solo act impres

;ed the colonials enough for them to
start tossing deals at him, while Rich stayed in the hotel
writing his next Ernie Wise play, Excavating Rita.

Rita was staged in Edinburgh last August,
Paul “Curious Orange” Putner, and Trevor “small face”
Lock and Natalie Brandon, subsequently of TMWRN]
and Catherine
Hood from the
1987 Oxford
Revue. Rich
appeared
completely
naked
scene. It is

cast including

in one

currently
b i mn g
developed for
the telly by a
secret backer.

Stew did a

pretentious
one-man show combining the stories of Captain Ahab
from Moby Dick, the porn actor King Dong, and the
parents of tragic ecstacy girl Leah Betts, which co-

starred the ace stand-ups Julian “Gas” Barrett and Noel

“Gas" Fielding.
Cluub Z happened live again, with the usual cast
supplemented by Julian “Gas” Barrett, Jason “Gas"

Freeman, Laurie Lixenborg and Bridget “a bit on Comedy
Nation" Nicholls. We did TMWRN] every morning, with
Trevor and Natalie and Richard Thomas, and our special
included Frank Skinner, David Baddiel, Bill
Bailey, Jenny Eclair, the bloke from The Divine Comedy,
and band Faust,
frightened the audience with sparks, metal and fire.

guests

the 70°s German avant-garde who

Faust smash Simple Minds albums in
TMWRN], Edinburgh, Augusi ‘a7

Rich, Natalie, Faust & Stew.

TMWRN], Edinburgh, August “97



In September, Stew went to Hollywood for two weeks,
for hours and hours of meetings, negotiations and free
meals from American TV executives,

— <ppdios
g\.._],,;( t'J"q‘“Ef'

which all ultimately =
- The

came to nothing, )

though some people o
read his film script

and made vague
promises. He hopes to

4 2 ; i 1 -
go back again this gy W (L —
year, as ABC TV gave

him a free pass to all

the rides at Universal Studios. He is thirty years old.

Rich got commissioned by Australian TV to write a
comedy-drama called Do They Have Mars Bars Here?,
loosely inspired by our Antipodean adventure.

Rich appeared twice and Stew three times as a guest on
the Channel 5 programme “Jenny Eclair Squats” in the
last few months of 97. Rich got drunk both times he was
on. Two of the editions of this series were amongst the
lowest recorded audiences of all time, but unfortunately
Rich and Stew weren’t on either of these.

We spent the back-end of ‘97
Battersea Arts every weekend, to
material for TMWRN], and Stew got back on the London
stand-up circuit and did another series of Comedy
Network for Channel 5.

doing shows at the

Centre harvest

Rich script-edited 3 scripts for Boothby Graffoe for
Channel 4, which they in their infinite wisdom, decided
not to make. Boothby has just signed a $500,000 deal
with American TV to do sit-coms out there. Channel 4

are very on the ball clearly.

Then we did the series you've just seen.

Next, Stew’s back on the Harry Hill show again, and
Rich is script-editing a series for Al Murray's pub
landlord character. And Geoffrey Perkins, from KYT%
(that’s right, look impressed!), just sent us a letter about
writing a sit-com for the BBC, but he sounded like he
was being sarcastic to be quite honest.

We'll probably go back to the Edinburgh Fringe in some
capacity this year. Stew has tentatively agreed to do a
week of stand-up at the Pleasance, Rich has said he’ll
write another play (which he may not appear in) called
“Playing Hide and Seek With Jesus”.

Stew writes every week about pop music for the Sunday
Times and also for Q, Rich and Stew sometimes write
stuff for Men's Health [now that is ironic).

As for another series of TMWRN], well, we've just heard
today that Mark Thompson, the controller of BBC

wants to take us out to lunch to discuss that very issue,
which sounds positive, though this may be a trap. 5
keep your fingers crossed, unless you hate us and hope
we’ll never be on TV again, in which case, coming t
our tour show and choosing to buy a tour prc

seems a very odd move.
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The Curious Orange

Some things that made him curious before he was crushed to death

Why do fools fall in love with Anthea Turner?

Did witches really fly with broomsticks between their legs, or did they just get a bit over-excited?

Why do men have nipples?

What's love got to do with it?

Michael Flateley - dancing genius or prancing wassock?

Are UFOs real and if so why do they only appear to people who are mad, or too stupid to even operate a camera properly?
How do you think that future customers will feel about you having touched their sugar?

Where does the odd sock go at the launderette?

Is it literally sucked off into another dimension, or is it the odd sock elf who steals it and takes it to his odd sock forest?
What is love anyway?

Does anybody love anybody anyway?

What was in Princess Diana's handbag?

Why did God make me this way? Why? Why? | hate you God. | hate you.
If | am an Orange, why do | appear to have a hand made from bananas?
How do | control these? Are they attached to me,

or do | use some kind of telekinatic power?

If fat is a feminist issue, where does that leave Bernard Manning?

Do you know the way to San Josa?

If God made the Universe, then who made God and who made whoever
made God and so on to infinity?

Am | related to the man from the Post Office advert?

And what about the bloke in the Ragu commercial?

Are corn circles, messages from advanced alien civilisations,
and if so why don't they just leave a message on our
ansaphones, in English and leave our corn alone?

Do our minds play tricks on us and if so was it my mind that
stretched cling film over my toilet bowl last night as | slept?
Why do | need a toilet in my house, any 3y ?

If you pay peanuts, how can you ever hope to employ someone
with nut allergies?

If the tree featured in week 6 of TMWRMN.J was my mother, why were all the oranges on it of a normal size?

Can you do the fandango?

Where does the moon go during the day?

If Jesus is the answer, what is the question? Is the question, "Whose birthday do we celebrate on the 25th of December?

If | am an orange, how do | speak and breath?

Do | have lungs made of orange segments?

Who is the real sick man? Is it the short fat man who has sex with a tree in a Somerset Orchard and sires a head sized, speaking citrus
fruit, or is it the businessman in his suit and tie having sex with his wife every day for 40 years?

How many people who watch me on TV are even aware of the existence of the Swedish Art Film “| am Curious orange?”

Why am | always seen sitting on top of a man sized box?

If a speaking, head sized, curious citrus fruit falls from a tree in a forest when no-one is around, does anyone hear it's terrifying pterodactyl
style scream?

How many roads must a man walk down before he gets a bit tired?

Why am | hera?

Are oranges the only fruit?

Why do the Bitter Lemon and the Sour Grapes resent my success so much?

Men of Achievement 1974

This tour's Man Of Achievement 1974 is Frank Ferneyhough.
Frank was born in Stoke-On-Trent on the 2nd June 1911. He
was the founder and Managing Director of the St Albans
Typewriter Centre Limited and in 1970 he wrote the book
"Choosing a Job on the Railways". His hobbies include
Music, Gardening and Blind Waelfare. This man of
achievement was chosen by TMWRNJ viewers Julia Maorris
and Lis Hannon. Thanks girls, for contribut 1o our ever
popular feature. If you are Frank Ferneyhough and you are
still alive then you can claim a free TMWRNJ badge. NB You
must be able to collect the badge in person and have proof

that you are Frank Ferneyhough. Write to us at the address

given in this programme if you are Frank Ferneyhough or
know what he has achieved since 1974,
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Men Of Achievement 1998

HERRING, Richard Keith, b.
12th July 1967, Westow, Yorks,
UK. Comedian, Writer, Big Daddy
Impersonator. Educ. Kings of
Wessex Upper School, Cheddar,
St Catherine's College Oxford
Univ. 19786; Grade |l Piano, 1977;
Grade |l swimming certificate,

1986-7; Guide at Cheddar Caves,
Somerset, 1989; compiler of the
West London Phone Directory,

... !

1990: co-author of the MacMillan
Encyclopedia of the Royal Family,
1995; Kings of Wessex Ex-Pupil
of the Year. Also Listed in Who's
Who in Somerset 1993. Hobbies:
Watching TV, Drinking Unusual
Milk, Being a Sick Man, Not
Thinking it through, Creating
Acronyms for things that are
better left without one.

LEE, Stewart Graham, b.
5th April 1968, Worcestershire,
UK. Comedian, Journalist, Tucker
Jenkins Lookalike. Educ. Solihull
School, St Edmund Hall, Oxford

Univ. 1976; Cub's Entertainer’'s
Badge, 1980; Gold Lifesaving
Awward, 1982; Bronze Duke of

Edinburgh Award, 1989, Quality
Control Supervisor (Orange Juice)
at Kidlington Dairy 1990;
Uncredited researcher for Royal
Horticultural Society MacMillan's
Encyclopedia of Gardening, 1990;
Hackney Empire New Act of the
Year. Also Listed in Spotlight
Actor's 1994-8.

Directory

Hobbies: Collecting Passport
Photos, Questioning the
Millenniurm, Frightening
Precocious Child Actors,

Listening to Records.

An Avalon Promotion

THOMAS, Richard Huw, b.
5th Qctober1964, Sellyoak Hosp.
Birmingham, UK. Educ. Bournville
Junior School, King Edward VI
Grammar School For

Camp Hill

—

Boys, Trinity College, Cambridge
Univ. 1973; Recipient of Gold
Amateur swimming association
personal survival medal, 1975;
Sixer for the Bournwville Scout
Troop, 1978; Captain of the rugby
second 15 and second prize
winner in the Wictor Laudarum
Athletics Cup, 1979; Almost had
sex for the first time, but blew it,
1984; Lost faith in God Almighty.
Hobbies: Philately {owns Penny
Black, Penny Red, Penny Blue) Did
some radio and TV gigs over the
last ten years or so. Still chasing
dreams, you know...er.....

Written and performed by Richard Herring and Stewart Lee

Also featuring Richard Thomas

For Lee and Herring Live
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Lee and Herring would like to thank (these thanks were produced by Avalon)
Jon Thoday, Paul Jackson, all the cast and crew of TMWRNY, especially Paul Putner, the actor Kevin Eldon, Jo Unwin, Roger Mann, Trevor Lock,
Natalie Brandon, Mark Gatiss, Charlie Hanson, Gareth Carrivick, Carlton Dixon, Lisa Howe, Kate Rea, Jez Nightingale, Tracey Holmes, Amy Rodriguez,

Joanna Hanley, Paula Turnbull, Gina Parr, Leah Archer,

Riley Clarke, Issy Webley and Judy and Jon Plowman as the Executive Producer; everyone at

Avalon: Caroline Blight, Marc Goodson, Adam the Mock, Chris Williams, Tom Morris and everyone at the Battersea Arts Centre, all the people who
came to see our Battersea try out shows and thus helped us realise what was good and what was shit, Avalon, Big Daddy, Compuserve, surely the
best internet server in the world, Sarah Smith, Richard Madeley and Judy Finnegan, Brain Cant, Avalon, Keith Herring, Barbara “Bobby Robson”
Herring, Maureen Lee, Gina Morris, Christopher Richardson, everyone who appeared in the 1994 and 1997 Edinburgh Fringe TMWRNJs.

And Avalon who did everything for this tour and own our arses.
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